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APG COVID-19 Member Update 

April 20, 2020 

   

Dear APG Members: 

 

As this unprecedented health crisis continues, APG remains active in advocating on 

behalf of your practice and the patients and communities you serve.  We will keep 

you updated with the very latest on COVID-19, any changes in legislation or 

regulations that you need to know, and best practices that some of your colleagues 

are implementing to help address this global challenge. 
   

By The Numbers: 

 

According to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center, there are 2,422,525 

cases of coronavirus worldwide.  This includes 760,245 cases in the United 

States, which leads all other countries in number of cases. 
   

Federal Update: 

 

Release of Additional Financial Assistance for Providers Delayed 

APG has recently learned that the release of an additional $50 billion from the $100 

billion Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund (PHSSEF) to assist 

providers amidst the COVID-19 pandemic will be delayed. The second distribution 

seeking to address Medicare Advantage (MA), uninsured, and Medicaid provider 

payments has reportedly run into issues due to the difficulty in calculating appropriate 
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payment amounts for the programs, particularly when it comes to compensating 

physician practices appropriately. 

APG has been active in advocating before CMS on this issue and will continue to 

monitor its progress closely in order to ensure the best possible outcome for 

members. It is expected that those payments will be distributed by the end of month. 

 

Administration Releases Phase-In Approach for Reopening the Economy 

Last week, the Trump administration released a three-phase approach to ending 

stay-at-home orders and reopening the economy. Entitled Opening Up America 

Again, the guidelines are based on up-to-date data and readiness and may be 

implemented at the discretion of governors' offices. States are recommended to meet 

the following criteria before beginning the three-phase process: 

• A downward trajectory of flu-like illnesses and COVID-19 cases reported 

within a 14-day period 

• A downward trajectory of documented cases or positive tests as a percent of 

total tests, within a 14-day period 

• Hospitals that treat patients without crisis care and have a robust testing 

program in place for at-risk healthcare workers, including antibody testing 

 

States’ and healthcare facility preparedness responsibilities include: 

• Ability to quickly set up safe and efficient screening and testing sites for 

symptomatic individuals and trace contacts of COVID+ results 

• Ability to test for COVID-19 and trace contacts of COVID+ results 

• Ensure surveillance sites are screening for asymptomatic cases and contacts 

for COVID+ results are traced 

• Ability to quickly and independently supply Personal Protective Equipment 

and critical medical equipment to handle dramatic surge in need 

• Ability to surge ICU capacity 

• Protect employees and users of mass transit 

• Advise citizens regarding social distancing and face coverings 

• Monitor conditions and immediately take steps to limit and mitigate any 

resurges or outbreaks by restarting a phase or returning to an earlier phase 

 

During phase one of the guidelines: 

http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2hpdGVob3VzZS5nb3Yvb3BlbmluZ2FtZXJpY2EvP19jbGRlZT1aR0ZzYkdWdVFHRndaeTV2Y21jJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtZmRmMzc4OTczMGJmZTcxMTgxMTdlMDA3MWI3Mjg1YzEtZWI4YjY2MTQ0MGRiNGVhNWFlOGQ0NTYwMjNmYTVmZTcmZXNpZD1jZDc2OTczMC0xMjgzLWVhMTEtYTgxMi0wMDBkM2E1YTE3ZTMjY3JpdGVyaWE&K=l3aBjgO1Xxt-tJloq3uG6w
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2hpdGVob3VzZS5nb3Yvb3BlbmluZ2FtZXJpY2EvP19jbGRlZT1aR0ZzYkdWdVFHRndaeTV2Y21jJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtZmRmMzc4OTczMGJmZTcxMTgxMTdlMDA3MWI3Mjg1YzEtZWI4YjY2MTQ0MGRiNGVhNWFlOGQ0NTYwMjNmYTVmZTcmZXNpZD1jZDc2OTczMC0xMjgzLWVhMTEtYTgxMi0wMDBkM2E1YTE3ZTMjY3JpdGVyaWE&K=l3aBjgO1Xxt-tJloq3uG6w


• Social distancing should remain in place with no more than 10 people 

congregating at once in public 

• Non-essential travel should be minimized and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines for self-isolation should be followed 

• Schools, daycare centers, and camps should remain closed, visits to senior 

living homes and hospitals should be prohibited 

• Large venues (e.g. dine-in restaurants, movie theaters, and sports venues) 

can reopen under strict physical distancing protocols 

• Employers should encourage telework and, if possible, return to work in 

phases 

o If returning to work, close common areas or enforce strict social 

distancing protocols 

 

Phase two calls for: 

• Individuals vulnerable to COVID-19 (the elderly, people with serious 

underlying health conditions such as diabetes, obesity, asthma, chronic lung 

disease, compromised immune systems) to continue to stay at home but 

raising the acceptable amount of people congregating in social settings to 50 

• Non-essential travel can resume under this phase, but remote working 

should continue to be encouraged 

 

Phase three: 

• Allows vulnerable individuals to leave their homes but maintain social 

distancing 

• Low-risk individuals should continue to minimize time spent in crowded 

environments 

• Employers can allow workers to return to office environments 

• Visits to senior care facilities and hospitals can resume with high standards of 

hygiene 

• Large venues may also open under limited physical distancing protocols 

while bars can open with increased standing room occupancy 

 

CMS Releases Guidance for Reopening Non-Emergent, Non-COVID-19 



Healthcare Facilities 

CMS has released guidance for facilities located in areas which have a low, or 

relatively low and stable incidence of COVID-19 on how best to provide care for 

patients needing non-emergent, non-COVID-19 healthcare. The first phase of the 

agency’s plan is recommended for localities that have reached the three pre-phasing 

process criteria listed in the White House’s Guidelines for Opening Up America 

Again with low incidence or relatively low and stable incidence of COVID-19 cases. 

CMS recommends the widespread use of all forms of telehealth as the first resort for 

care, but for care that cannot be offered virtually, the agency recommends that non-

COVID-19 care should be consistent with all available public health information in 

collaboration with state public health authorities and offered to patients as clinically 

appropriate in localities or facilities that have the resources to provide such care and 

the ability to quickly respond to COVID-19 surges, if necessary. Healthcare systems 

or clinicians may re-start clinically necessary care for patients with non-COVID-19 

needs or complex chronic disease management requirements if the following general 

considerations are met: 

• The incidence and trends for COVID-19 in the area where re-starting in-

person care are being considered are properly evaluated 

• Necessity of the care is evaluated and based on clinical needs 

o Surgical/procedural care and high-complexity chronic disease 

management should be prioritized 

• Consider creating Non-COVID Care (NCC) zones that would screen all 

patients for COVID-19 symptoms 

o Including routine staff screenings for healthcare and non-healthcare 

facility workers 

o Staff who work in NCC zones should not rotate into COVID-19 care 

zones 

• Screening for potential symptoms of COVID-19 prior to entering the NCC 

facility 

• Surgical facemasks for providers and staff at all times 

• Procedures on the mucous membranes including the respiratory tract, with a 

higher risk of aerosol transmission, should be done with great caution, and 

staff should utilize appropriate respiratory protection such as N95 masks and 

face shields 

• Patients should at minimum wear a cloth face covering that can be bought or 

made at home 
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• Administrative and engineering controls should be established to facilitate 

social distancing 

o e.g. minimizing time in waiting areas, spacing chairs at least six feet 

apart, and maintaining low patient volumes 

• Established plans for thorough cleaning and disinfection prior to using spaces 

or facilities for patients with non-COVID-19 care needs and decontamination 

for equipment used by COVID-19 patients 

• Adequate levels of PPE supplies 

 

CMS Announces New Nursing Home Transparency Regulations under COVID-

19 

Late last night, CMS released new regulations requiring nursing homes to inform 

residents and their families and representatives of COVID-19 cases occurring within 

their facilities. Nursing homes must also now report COVID-19 cases directly to the 

CDC in accordance with existing privacy laws and regulations. A reporting tool for 

nursing homes to use to provide this data to CDC will be created and made publicly 

available. The information will also be used to assist in surveillance efforts 

surrounding the spread of COVID-19 and the subsequent public health response. 

The new regulations come amidst the spread of the virus in these facilities and the 

vulnerability of residents to infection. 
   

Educational Opportunities: 

 

APG will host a Deep Dive Webinar on new CMS regulatory changes in Medicare 

Advantage and Medicare FFS, including important information on the new blanket 

waivers and special Stark waivers, on Tuesday, April 21 at 2:00 pm ET. You can 

register here. More details to follow. 
   

APG Members in Action: 

 

While our recent COVID-19 Case Studies in Excellence webinar focused on 

specific APG members, we know all of you are finding innovative ways to continue to 

care for the patients and communities you serve.  If you'd like to share your COVID-

19 best practices or story, please email David Allen, APG Director of 

Communications, with a brief description of what you're doing and we'll do our best to 

communicate your good work across APG membership.  
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We are here to serve as a resource for you. Please don’t hesitate to contact 

me here with any questions you may have or any situations within your practice that 

you want me to be aware of. 

 

You can find more resources on our COVID-19 web page.  As always, please know 

that we are in constant contact with federal and agency officials and will share any 

additional news with you as soon as possible. 

 

Valinda Rutledge 

Senior Vice President of Federal Affairs 

America's Physician Groups 
   

  
 

     

  
 

  

    
  

  
 

  

This message was sent to dallen@apg.org from: 

Valinda Rutledge| America's Physician Groups | 1501 M Street, NW | Washington, DC 20005 
   

Click here to unsubscribe or to change your Subscription Preferences 
        

 

mailto:vrutledge@apg.org
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXBnLm9yZy9hcGctY292aWQtMTktcmVzcG9uc2UtYW5kLXJlc291cmNlcy8_X2NsZGVlPVpHRnNiR1Z1UUdGd1p5NXZjbWMlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNyZlc2lkPWNkNzY5NzMwLTEyODMtZWExMS1hODEyLTAwMGQzYTVhMTdlMw&K=4_kqPlzC7SAdW95xKuyb5w
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTI%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3dlYi5hcGcub3JnL2NhcGdvcmctYWVkbHcvcGFnZXMvZmx4dmZhN2JlZWVhN3d2dGNoc3VhLmh0bWw_X2NsZHVuc3ViPWNkNzY5NzMwMTI4M2VhMTFhODEyMDAwZDNhNWExN2UzLWViOGI2NjE0NDBkYjRlYTVhZThkNDU2MDIzZmE1ZmU3LWNvbnRhY3QmX2NsZGVlPVpHRnNiR1Z1UUdGd1p5NXZjbWMlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNyZlc2lkPWNkNzY5NzMwLTEyODMtZWExMS1hODEyLTAwMGQzYTVhMTdlMw&K=8k8xMHuF1gxd4ARbAR4MJw
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AOA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0NBUEdWb2ljZS8_X2NsZGVlPVpHRnNiR1Z1UUdGd1p5NXZjbWMlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNyZlc2lkPWNkNzY5NzMwLTEyODMtZWExMS1hODEyLTAwMGQzYTVhMTdlMw&K=7MID1pdG8wpl74zkaoA1UQ
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AOQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9jYXBndm9pY2U_X2NsZGVlPVpHRnNiR1Z1UUdGd1p5NXZjbWMlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNyZlc2lkPWNkNzY5NzMwLTEyODMtZWExMS1hODEyLTAwMGQzYTVhMTdlMw&K=C7edOsHTvTEkwl5qemeVMQ
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvY2FwZz9fY2xkZWU9WkdGc2JHVnVRR0Z3Wnk1dmNtYyUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LWZkZjM3ODk3MzBiZmU3MTE4MTE3ZTAwNzFiNzI4NWMxLWViOGI2NjE0NDBkYjRlYTVhZThkNDU2MDIzZmE1ZmU3JmVzaWQ9Y2Q3Njk3MzAtMTI4My1lYTExLWE4MTItMDAwZDNhNWExN2Uz&K=2MIRxbsH4TUHXEUswWBeOQ
http://link.apg.org/c/6/?T=Njk4MDUxNDQ%3AMDItYjIwMTExLWY4Y2E0M2UyNTc2OTQ4YWM5MjI1YTI5OThhYjY5OWFk%3AZGFsbGVuQGFwZy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTE%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vY2hhbm5lbC9VQy04dXR6ZkE5M3lvbkpzb01mX3oyUEE_X2NsZGVlPVpHRnNiR1Z1UUdGd1p5NXZjbWMlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1mZGYzNzg5NzMwYmZlNzExODExN2UwMDcxYjcyODVjMS1lYjhiNjYxNDQwZGI0ZWE1YWU4ZDQ1NjAyM2ZhNWZlNyZlc2lkPWNkNzY5NzMwLTEyODMtZWExMS1hODEyLTAwMGQzYTVhMTdlMw&K=RG1nhhQVeTYHevB5OncVRw

