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May 12, 2020 
 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
United States Senate 
506 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Re: Support and Additional Recommendations for the Medicare Accelerated and Advance 
Payments Improvement Act 
 
Dear Senator Shaheen: 
 
America’s Physician Groups (APG) would like to write to express our support for the Medicare 
Accelerated and Advance Payments Improvement Act that you have proposed with Senator 
Bennet seeking important program modifications. We were pleased to see the inclusion of 
physician group practices under a new framework from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) one month ago as physician groups have had to drastically restructure their 
practices in response to significant decreases in revenue during the current public health 
emergency. Allowing these entities to receive advance payment of up to 100 percent for a 
three-month period has assisted tremendously in helping these essential providers to mitigate 
growing financial difficulties amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Given the importance of these 
programs, it is essential that both are constructed to offer full financial relief for all healthcare 
providers who need it.  
 
About America’s Physician Groups  
 
APG is a national professional association representing over 300 physician groups that employ 
or contract with approximately 195,000 physicians that provide care for nearly 45 million 
patients. Our tagline, “Taking Responsibility for America’s Health,” represents our members’ 
vision to move away from the antiquated fee-for-service (FFS) reimbursement system where 
clinicians are paid “per click” for each service rendered rather than on the outcomes of the care 
provided.  Our preferred model of accountable, risk based, and coordinated care avoids 
incentives for the high utilization associated with FFS reimbursement. APG is committed to 
Medicare Advantage and the flexible, affordable, and efficient care it provides for seniors. APG 
member organizations are working diligently to rise to the challenge presented by the COVID-
19 pandemic. We are focused on the transition of many patient visits to telehealth as a best 
practice in slowing the spread of the coronavirus and keeping patients safe. 
 
We are appreciative of any increased support and flexibility for the Medicare Accelerated and 
Advance Payment Programs to provide financial relief to physicians during the current public 
health emergency, especially as it pertains to delaying the recoupment period for non-
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hospital providers for 210 days. As practices brace for continued increases in COVID-19 
patients and continue to restructure themselves amid reduced payments and services, 
providing immediate support with a delay of financial liability will assist greatly in relieving the 
immense pressure many organizations are already experiencing.  
 
With that in mind, authorizing CMS to offer partial forgiveness for the loans provided by the 
accelerated and advance payment programs will also play an integral role in providing 
physicians with financial assistance amidst the current pandemic. Due to the extent of the 
changes that have been made to infrastructure, and the disruption to service that has occurred 
during this pandemic, many providers are experiencing immense financial pressures. Moving to 
recognize the hardships that healthcare providers are currently experiencing will serve to 
ensure they are able to maintain a strong and effective public health response while also 
alleviating financial concerns that will reverberate over the long-term. 
 
The legislation’s provision limiting the percentage of each claim that can be withheld during 
the recoupment process to 25 percent will also work to provide physicians with an invaluable 
amount of financial assistance as they work to lessen the impact of COVID-19 within their 
practices. Lowering the amount withheld from Medicare service claims from 100 percent to a 
much more manageable 25 percent will provide physicians and their practices more financial 
stability. In a time of growing uncertainty, taking steps to assist those healthcare providers on 
the frontlines and ensure that they have the resources to care from those in need is 
paramount. 
 
The decision to lower the applicable interest rate of repayment to 2 percent will work in 
tandem with the provision limiting the percentage withheld during recoupment to maximize 
the financial relief afforded to physicians nationwide. As organizations work diligently to 
provide care to growing numbers of patients nationwide amidst everchanging conditions, the 
very assistance extended to them should not represent one more financial burden thrust upon 
them in the wake of public emergency. The Federal Reserve set its interest rate to a number 
reflecting our new financial realities in the wake of the coronavirus and should Congress do the 
same for the sector of the economy most affected by the pandemic, this will greatly assist 
physician practices in providing treatment for those patients in need, flattening the curve, and 
relieving the financial pressures they have faced while serving their communities. A lower 
interest rate would alleviate much of the pressure, both financial and administrative, currently 
faced by healthcare providers nationwide. 
  
Thank you for your attention to the above comments. Again, we reiterate our robust support 
for the accelerated and advance payment programs and legislation to modify them both. These 
modifications will ensure that these much-needed temporary loans can continue to be available 
for healthcare providers during this unprecedent pandemic while also ensure that healthcare 
premiums and the long-term solvency of the Medicare Trust Fund are not affected. It is 
important that Congress continues to work with stakeholders to respond to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic most effectively. We look forward to continuing to work with you throughout this 
process. Please feel free to contact Valinda Rutledge, Senior Vice President, Federal Affairs, 
(vrutledge@apg.org) if you have any questions or if America’s Physician Groups can provide any 
assistance as you consider these issues. 

mailto:vrutledge@apg.org
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Sincerely, 

 
Donald H. Crane 
President and CEO  
America’s Physician Groups 


