
 

      

June 20, 2025 
     

      

  
Welcome to America’s Physician Groups’ California Update. Each week APG reports 
the latest on health care happenings in the Golden State.  
  
Here’s what you’ll find in this week’s edi�on: 

• Progress On Prior Authoriza�on Legisla�on Is Made 
• One Good Thing 
• 2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
• APG California Advocacy Member Resources 

  

 

  
Progress On Prior Authoriza�on Legisla�on Is Made 
  
This week, APG engaged on AB 539 (Schiavo), a bill that would extend all 
in-network authoriza�ons to a full 12 months. This legisla�on is part of a 
larger na�onal effort by the American Medical Associa�on on prior 
authoriza�on reform, and a half-dozen states have already passed bills 
that expand to the 12-month limit. APG and others have expressed 
significant concerns over the policy behind this bill. The author and her 
staff have been very accommoda�ng and reasonable in listening to those 
concerns. Over the past two weeks, APG and its members have engaged 
with Senate Health Commitee staff to provide further informa�on on the 
role of RBO prior authoriza�on review and approval periods. A list of 
poten�al amendments has been compiled by Senate Health Commitee 
staff that move the bill in a much more posi�ve direc�on that would 
allow for a level of convenient reform without gu�ng the care 
management role played by our RBO members. However, we learned this 
week that the author has pulled the bill from hearing for this year. It is 
likely the measure will become a two-year bill and will be taken up in the 
early part of next year’s legisla�ve session. 
  
With the holding of AB 510 (Addis) on prior authoriza�on appeals & 
grievances in the Appropria�ons Commitee at the end of May, and now 
the withdrawal of AB 539 this week, the remaining prior authoriza�on-
related legisla�on includes: 

https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMCIsInVuIjoicHJpb3IiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1hLWFzc24ub3JnL3ByYWN0aWNlLW1hbmFnZW1lbnQvcHJpb3ItYXV0aG9yaXphdGlvbi9hZHZvY2FjeS1hY3Rpb24tZml4aW5nLXByaW9yLWF1dGhvcml6YXRpb24_X2NsZGVlPVgtNk9fRlRkWmc1bWJIVFF0cHp3TkdodkVJbnN4a3RrdmNRbUF4eFM3RzN3ckJLNTIwQVA4V19ldks5T0JoZGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiZlc2lkPWQyYTQxZjQ1LTg2NDUtZjAxMS04NzdhLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/mbRS19IQGK9bUZ7dYib9OA
https://link.apg.-1Tr0Cv_FTcw
https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMiIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZmlsZS11cy5jbGlja2RpbWVuc2lvbnMuY29tL2NhcGdvcmctYWVkbHcvZmlsZXMvYWI1MzlzZW5hdGVoZWFsdGhjb21taXR0ZWVwcm9wb3NlZGFtZW5kbWVudHN2My5wZGY_bT02LzIwLzIwMjUlMjA2OjUyOjQyJTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPVgtNk9fRlRkWmc1bWJIVFF0cHp3TkdodkVJbnN4a3RrdmNRbUF4eFM3RzN3ckJLNTIwQVA4V19ldks5T0JoZGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiZlc2lkPWQyYTQxZjQ1LTg2NDUtZjAxMS04NzdhLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/Fj0AqpX1qLGAPiQmpgh2Kg
https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMiIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZmlsZS11cy5jbGlja2RpbWVuc2lvbnMuY29tL2NhcGdvcmctYWVkbHcvZmlsZXMvYWI1MzlzZW5hdGVoZWFsdGhjb21taXR0ZWVwcm9wb3NlZGFtZW5kbWVudHN2My5wZGY_bT02LzIwLzIwMjUlMjA2OjUyOjQyJTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPVgtNk9fRlRkWmc1bWJIVFF0cHp3TkdodkVJbnN4a3RrdmNRbUF4eFM3RzN3ckJLNTIwQVA4V19ldks5T0JoZGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiZlc2lkPWQyYTQxZjQ1LTg2NDUtZjAxMS04NzdhLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/Fj0AqpX1qLGAPiQmpgh2Kg


• SB 306 (Becker) Exemp�on of Services with 90% or greater 
approval rate – Proceeding in Assembly Health with a mid-July 
hearing date likely 

• SB 363 (Wiener) Mandatory fines for denials if 50% or more are 
overturned in IMR – Likely to proceed in Assembly Health, but no 
date scheduled yet. 

• AB 512 (Harabedian) Conflates prior authoriza�on review �mes 
down to 48 hours for standard requests and 24 hours for urgent 
maters – Proceeding in Senate Health Commitee but not yet 
scheduled for hearing in July. 

• AB 682 (Ortega) Requires public transparency of u�liza�on 
management sta�s�cs by health plans – Scheduled for July 2nd in 
Senate Health Commitee. 

  
This past week, APG engaged with Assembly Health Commitee members 
on SB 306 and SB 363 and will likely par�cipate in stakeholder mee�ngs 
with the Commitee staff over the next week or so. APG is proposing an 
alterna�ve approach to prior authoriza�on, summarized in our most 
recent leter on SB 306. 
  

 

  
One Good Thing 
  
This week's One Good Thing story features the the California Nurses 
Associa�on's plan to reintroduce a new Single Payer Bill in 2026. 
  
We learned late yesterday that the California Nurses Associa�on intends 
to reintroduce a new Single Payer bill in next year’s legisla�ve session. It 
was reported that the bill would not be �ed to any funding mechanism 
and so would likely be a “policy only” measure. 
  
The most recent effort occurred in 2024. This bill, also known as CalCare, 
aimed to set up a universal single-payer health care system but ul�mately 
died in the Assembly Appropria�ons Commitee in May 2024. The high 
cost of the proposed system was cited as a major factor in its failure, 
par�cularly given the state's budget challenges.  
  
Prior legisla�on, California's SB 770, passed in 2023, aimed to establish a 
framework for a unified healthcare financing system, poten�ally paving 
the way for single-payer health care. The bill required the secretary of 
California’s Health & Human Services Agency, no later than June 1, 2025, 
to complete dra�ing the waiver framework, make the dra� available to 

https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMyIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbGVnaW5mby5sZWdpc2xhdHVyZS5jYS5nb3YvZmFjZXMvYmlsbFRleHRDbGllbnQueGh0bWw_YmlsbF9pZD0yMDI1MjAyNjBTQjMwNiZfY2xkZWU9WC02T19GVGRaZzVtYkhUUXRwendOR2h2RUluc3hrdGt2Y1FtQXh4UzdHM3dyQks1MjBBUDhXX2V2SzlPQmhkaiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTZhNjQ0NjI3ZmEyMzQ3NjZiYmU3NzhiNGI0YTM4MWNmJmVzaWQ9ZDJhNDFmNDUtODY0NS1mMDExLTg3N2EtNjA0NWJkMGE4ZmM2Izk3QU1EIn0/sWNty6f9eqvYqyI9-1J2Mg
https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiNCIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbGVnaW5mby5sZWdpc2xhdHVyZS5jYS5nb3YvZmFjZXMvYmlsbFRleHRDbGllbnQueGh0bWw_YmlsbF9pZD0yMDI1MjAyNjBTQjM2MyZfY2xkZWU9WC02T19GVGRaZzVtYkhUUXRwendOR2h2RUluc3hrdGt2Y1FtQXh4UzdHM3dyQks1MjBBUDhXX2V2SzlPQmhkaiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTZhNjQ0NjI3ZmEyMzQ3NjZiYmU3NzhiNGI0YTM4MWNmJmVzaWQ9ZDJhNDFmNDUtODY0NS1mMDExLTg3N2EtNjA0NWJkMGE4ZmM2Izk2QU1EIn0/E_E3Is3q7CVdn-6jP_mVJA
https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiNSIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbGVnaW5mby5sZWdpc2xhdHVyZS5jYS5nb3YvZmFjZXMvYmlsbFRleHRDbGllbnQueGh0bWw_YmlsbF9pZD0yMDI1MjAyNjBBQjUxMiZfY2xkZWU9WC02T19GVGRaZzVtYkhUUXRwendOR2h2RUluc3hrdGt2Y1FtQXh4UzdHM3dyQks1MjBBUDhXX2V2SzlPQmhkaiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTZhNjQ0NjI3ZmEyMzQ3NjZiYmU3NzhiNGI0YTM4MWNmJmVzaWQ9ZDJhNDFmNDUtODY0NS1mMDExLTg3N2EtNjA0NWJkMGE4ZmM2Izk3QU1EIn0/aSrBqbnBXOpYStfGxwJHgA
https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiNiIsInVuIjoiIiwidSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbGVnaW5mby5sZWdpc2xhdHVyZS5jYS5nb3YvZmFjZXMvYmlsbFRleHRDbGllbnQueGh0bWw_YmlsbF9pZD0yMDI1MjAyNjBBQjY4MiZfY2xkZWU9WC02T19GVGRaZzVtYkhUUXRwendOR2h2RUluc3hrdGt2Y1FtQXh4UzdHM3dyQks1MjBBUDhXX2V2SzlPQmhkaiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTZhNjQ0NjI3ZmEyMzQ3NjZiYmU3NzhiNGI0YTM4MWNmJmVzaWQ9ZDJhNDFmNDUtODY0NS1mMDExLTg3N2EtNjA0NWJkMGE4ZmM2Izk5SU5UIn0/SwC57SPDvne8_43-nTM6sQ
https://link.apg.-rXwzL7VS3Yjw


the public on the agency’s internet website, and hold a 45-day public 
comment period therea�er. The bill required the secretary, no later than 
November 1, 2025, to provide the Legislature and the Governor with a 
report that communicates the finalized waiver framework, as specified, 
and sets forth the specific elements to be included in a formal waiver 
applica�on to establish a unified health care financing system, as 
specified. Checking the Agency website revealed that no ac�on has been 
taken since 2024 on the report.  
  
Why did we cite this news as “one good thing” for this week? Recent 
versions of the single-payer legisla�on have included provisions that 
outlaw the California Delegated Model. In each instance where the 
proposed single payer bills have advanced to a public hearing, APG has 
used these forums to explain the value proposi�on of our members’ 
organiza�ons within the state’s health care system, advancing cost savings 
and beter outcomes for pa�ents. And so, we will gear up for another 
effort in early 2026 and fight on! 
  
  
Do you have a piece of good news in California health care to share? Click 
here to submit your story! 
  

 

  
2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
  
Members, please mark your calendars for APG's California Policy Forum 
and California Medi-Cal Forum meetings. You can download APG's 2025 
events calendar here. 
  
California Policy Forum 
2:00 - 3:00 pm 

• November 12 
  
California Medi-Cal Forum 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm 

• October - TBD 
  
  

      

APG California Advocacy Member Resources 

https://link.apg.
mailto:capolicynews@apg.org
https://link.apg._xVZmYC66LkYBY-5Kg


• Tracked Health Care Bills 2025-26: bills we’re following in the California 
State Legislature 

• Digital Exchange Framework APG member tool kit, QHIO webinar and 
DxF Program summary slide deck 

• Office of Health Care Affordability regula�ons and explanatory slide deck 
• APG, Moss Adams, Sheppard Mullin CMIR Regula�on webinar and slides 
• DMHC SB 510 All Plan Leter on Health Plan payment responsibili�es 
• DMHC Quality and Equity Repor�ng program All Plan Leter 
• DHCS Medi-Cal Medical Loss Ra�o Implementa�on Summary 
• DHCS Medi-Cal Connect Popula�on Health Program Informa�on 

  
 

For more news and resources, please visit APG's website or contact a member 
of APG's California advocacy team.  
  
William Barcellona, EVP of Government Affairs........ wbarcellona@apg.org 
David Gonzalez, Senior Legisla�ve Advocate................ dgonzalez@apg.org 
Norma Springsteen, Administra�ve Coordinator.... nspringsteen@apg.org 

  
 

   

 

  
 

   

  

This message was sent to nspringsteen@apg.org from: 
America's Physician Groups 
  
Click here to unsubscribe or to change your subscrip�on preferences. 
  

      

 
 

https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTcxLWFmYjQ4ODVlNTJjZjRmMTc5MGZmYWU1MTdjYWJmMjE0IiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMTAiLCJ1biI6InJlc291cmNlcyIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcGcub3JnL2Fkdm9jYWN5L2NhbGlmb3JuaWEvMjAyNS0yMDI2LWNhbGlmb3JuaWEtbGVnaXNsYXRpdmUtc2Vzc2lvbi13aXRoLWJpbGwtdHJhY2tlci8_X2NsZGVlPVgtNk9fRlRkWmc1bWJIVFF0cHp3TkdodkVJbnN4a3RrdmNRbUF4eFM3RzN3ckJLNTIwQVA4V19ldks5T0JoZGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiZlc2lkPWQyYTQxZjQ1LTg2NDUtZjAxMS04NzdhLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/w12KEldoCoOthLh3cz_MuA
https://link.apg.
https://link.apg._X2NsZGVlPVgtNk9fRlRkWmc1bWJIVFF0cHp3TkdodkVJbnN4a3RrdmNRbUF4eFM3RzN3ckJLNTIwQVA4V19ldks5T0JoZGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiZlc2lkPWQyYTQxZjQ1LTg2NDUtZjAxMS04NzdhLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/azJWtnlH-LPzdFzGbKASvw
https://link.apg._X2NsZGVlPVgtNk9fRlRkWmc1bWJIVFF0cHp3TkdodkVJbnN4a3RrdmNRbUF4eFM3RzN3ckJLNTIwQVA4V19ldks5T0JoZGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS02YTY0NDYyN2ZhMjM0NzY2YmJlNzc4YjRiNGEzODFjZiZlc2lkPWQyYTQxZjQ1LTg2NDUtZjAxMS04NzdhLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/ehQ2ib_PZHgJsKZYqYJSvw
https://link.apg.-TSA
https://link.apg.-Ug
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https://link.apg.
https://link.apg._SUjcpQ
https://link.apg.
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