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Welcome to America’s Physician Groups’ California Update. Each week APG reports 
the latest on health care happenings in the Golden State.  
  
Here’s what you’ll find in this week’s edi�on: 

• APG And Its Members Fight Increased MLR Of 90% In Medi-Cal 
• One Good Thing 
• APG Launches 2025 Case Studies In Excellence 
• 2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
• APG California Advocacy Member Resources 

  

 

  
APG And Its Members Fight Increased MLR Of 90% In Medi-Cal 
  
Several APG members are ge�ng the word out across their communi�es 
and with their elected legislators about the Governor’s budget proposal 
to increase the Medi-Cal managed care medical loss ra�o (MLR) from 85 
percent to 90 percent. Their message – this policy will wipe out the use of 
provider delega�on within this program, resul�ng in increased annual 
costs for care delivery in the range of $5-6 billion. The proposal was first 
introduced on May 14 in the release of the state budget May Revise. It is 
being reviewed by the budget commitees of the Assembly and State 
Senate this week. The budget must be voted upon by June 15.  
  
APG is working closely with Medi-Cal plans that delegate to our members, 
trade associa�ons and other stakeholders to explain how this policy 
would make it impossible for a plan to delegate to RKK and RBO 
organiza�ons and s�ll meet the 90 percent medical spend threshold. 
Upcoming MLR repor�ng standards will require that only direct medical 
spend and some limited “quality improvement” func�ons will be counted 
toward the MLR. Useful ac�vi�es like care coordina�on, popula�on 
health management and electronic infrastructure development would be 
counted as administra�ve expense. Organiza�ons that fail to meet the 90 
percent floor would be required to remit “excess revenue.”  Read our 
advocacy materials and join our effort. 
  

https://file-us.clickdimensions.com/capgorg-aedlw/files/6.5.25apgadvocacymaterialsonmlrissue.pdf?m=6/5/2025%208:46:13%20PM


 

  
One Good Thing 
  
This week's One Good Thing story features the Ins�tute for Human 
Caring, an affiliate of APG member Providence. 
  
Mathew Gonzales, MD, FAAHPM, Chief Medical Officer, spoke at APG's 
Annual Spring Conference 2024 about work they did that was published 
in NEJM Catalyst on May 21, 2025 and recently sent us an update on this 
project. 
  
Dr. Gonzales reports that in 2024, Providence caregivers documented 
over 8,500 Goals-of-Care (GOC) conversa�ons for cri�cal care pa�ents in 
the electronic health record—a more than 1,100% increase since 2017. 
Across all acute care hospitals, Providence caregivers documented over 
100,000 GOC conversa�ons last year, with 27% of all non-obstetric adult 
admissions in 2024 including a documented conversa�on—up from just 
2% in 2017.  Behind each of these numbers is a pa�ent and family beter 
supported in making informed decisions that reflect their values, goals, 
and preferences.  
  
  
Do you have a piece of good news in California health care to share? Click 
here to submit your story! 
  

 

  
APG Launches 2025 Case Studies In Excellence 
  
All APG member organiza�ons are invited to submit an abstract for 
considera�on in our 2025 Case Studies in Excellence series.  APG aims to 
publish 12 case studies this year. 
  
Each annual edi�on of the Case Studies  in Excellence highlights 
the innova�ve, high-quality, and high value health care that APG 
members provide.  This is an excellent opportunity for APG members to 
showcase their programs, best prac�ces, and results. 
  
Please contact Norma Springsteen with any ques�ons about the program 
or submissions. 
  

https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.24.0359
mailto:capolicynews@apg.org
https://www.apg.org/case-studies-in-excellence/
mailto:nspringsteen@apg.org


 

  
2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
  
Members, please mark your calendars for APG's California Policy Forum 
and California Medi-Cal Forum meetings. You can download APG's 2025 
events calendar here. 
  
California Policy Forum 
2:00 - 3:00 pm 

• June 12 
• November 12 

  
California Medi-Cal Forum 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm 

• October - TBD 
  
  

      

APG California Advocacy Member Resources 
• Tracked Health Care Bills 2025-26: bills we’re following in the California 

State Legislature 
• Digital Exchange Framework APG member tool kit, QHIO webinar and 

DxF Program summary slide deck 
• Office of Health Care Affordability regula�ons and explanatory slide deck 
• APG, Moss Adams, Sheppard Mullin CMIR Regula�on webinar and slides 
• DMHC SB 510 All Plan Leter on Health Plan payment responsibili�es 
• DMHC Quality and Equity Repor�ng program All Plan Leter 
• DHCS Medi-Cal Medical Loss Ra�o Implementa�on Summary 
• DHCS Medi-Cal Connect Popula�on Health Program Informa�on 

  
 

For more news and resources, please visit APG's website or contact a member 
of APG's California advocacy team.  
  
William Barcellona, EVP of Government Affairs........ wbarcellona@apg.org 
David Gonzalez, Senior Legisla�ve Advocate................ dgonzalez@apg.org 
Norma Springsteen, Administra�ve Coordinator.... nspringsteen@apg.org 

https://file-us.clickdimensions.com/capgorg-aedlw/files/2025apgmeetingsandevents-nocmt.pdf?m=2/24/2025%207:36:23%20PM
https://www.apg.org/advocacy/california/2025-2026-california-legislative-session-with-bill-tracker/
http://link.apg.-s5mpBBsv9PBJ-p7-tg
http://link.apg.-DPGBZujqzYMCJczQ
http://link.apg._RvuhI5Zs7ekhlRES_g
http://link.apg.
http://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0wNGQ0ODM0NjBmMWM0YmYzOTQ4YmQ4ODdmMTIzYmM1MyIsInJxIjoiMDItYjIzMzU2LWYwNDE4ZjllNzFlOTQyOWZhYTYxMDgxMDg0NzgxNjhlIiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjYiLCJ1biI6Im9oY2EiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vY2FwZ29yZy1hZWRsdy9maWxlcy9vaGNhY21pcnNsaWRlcy5wZGY_bT0xMi8yMS8yMDIzJTIwMTA6MzA6MTElMjBQTSZfY2xkZWU9VGZ2bklzYlY2RUw5T3BfaEZ5VFlONWlmcmZPQ2ptVjZObWxldEoyMG5RWF92OUw4R3k1b1lvUGdBT2hjOTdmRCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTA0ZDQ4MzQ2MGYxYzRiZjM5NDhiZDg4N2YxMjNiYzUzJmVzaWQ9YzYyYzE0MDUtOTI5Yi1lZTExLWJlMzctMDAwZDNhMzIyYzExIn0/DMtUEajyehybEhzcnIxrfg
https://www.sheppardmullin.com/multimedia-549
https://file-us.clickdimensions.com/capgorg-aedlw/files/cmir-resources.pdf?m=3/25/2024%205:49:48%20PM
https://dmhc.ca.gov/Portals/0/Docs/OPL/APL23-021-PaymentOfCOVIDClaimsForCOVID-19Tests.pdf
https://dmhc.ca.gov/Portals/0/Docs/OPL/APL23-029-HealthEquityandQualityMeasureSetBenchmark(12.27.23).pdf?ver=QaVHCreL9K05Ymk6HM7O1g%3d%3d
https://file-us.clickdimensions.com/capgorg-aedlw/files/mlrimplementationsummary.pdf?m=1/3/2024%2011:09:04%20PM
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/Pages/PopulationHealthManagement.aspx
http://www.apg.org/
mailto:wbarcellona@apg.org
mailto:dgonzalez@apg.org
mailto:nspringsteen@apg.org


  
 

   

 

  
 

   

  

This message was sent to nspringsteen@apg.org from: 
America's Physician Groups 
  
Click here to unsubscribe or to change your subscrip�on preferences. 
  

      

 
 

mailto:nspringsteen@apg.org
http://web.apg.org/cn/aedlw/subscribe?_cldunsub=a7fc5869e33cf011b4cc0022480a8ade-7937cb26f5564813a7574125d00546aa-contact
https://www.facebook.com/AmerPhysGrps
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