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Welcome to America’s Physician Groups’ California Update. Each week APG reports 
the latest on health care happenings in the Golden State.  
  
Here’s what you’ll find in this week’s edi�on: 

• Prior Authoriza�on Bills Move Forward In The Legislature 
• Immigrants Account For At Least One In Five Hospital Workers In Nine States, 

Including In The Four Largest States: California, Florida, New York, And Texas 
• One Good Thing 
• 2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
• APG California Advocacy Member Resources 

  

 

  
Prior Authoriza�on Bills Move Forward In The Legislature 
  
SB 306 (Becker), the California Medical Associa�on (CMA)-sponsored 
legisla�on aimed at removing certain service codes from prior 
authoriza�on review if they are approved 90% or more of the �me, 
moved forward this week in the Assembly Health Commitee, but with 
significant changes. Late last week, the Department of Managed Health 
Care (DMHC) submited extensive “technical assistance,” resul�ng in a full 
“gut and amend” of the original bill text. Effec�vely, the Newsom 
Administra�on, via DMHC, has communicated to the author and sponsors 
that the original version of the bill was not acceptable. America’s 
Physician Groups (APG), along with par�cipa�ng health plans, will 
con�nue to oppose SB 306 unless it is further amended. However, the 
current version is significantly improved from the original CMA-sponsored 
dra�, which we previously iden�fied as unworkable (see prior analyses in 
California Update and our comment leters). The amended bill text is not 
yet in print as we write this summary.  
  
Key Improvements: 

• Full implementa�on is delayed un�l July 2027, following the 
effec�ve date of the federal API mandate. 

• The bill no longer mandates an annual reassessment of service 
code authoriza�on rates. 

https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0wZDkyMjA1NzA1ZDU0ZTVjOTMxYzkyMmRhYjQ1MmMyMCIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTk5LTBkOTczMDc4Mzk2ZjRkM2U5YzFhMDAwZWY4MWQyYmNkIiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMCIsInVuIjoicHJpb3IiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9sZWdpbmZvLmxlZ2lzbGF0dXJlLmNhLmdvdi9mYWNlcy9iaWxsQW5hbHlzaXNDbGllbnQueGh0bWw_YmlsbF9pZD0yMDI1MjAyNjBTQjMwNiZfY2xkZWU9d285QUxGNF9saXRidG5vZDJXYmJlVFpqdjdIOWN2V3ltcnpreUhxdGFtc3h6MWp2T0ttRGVVYm94WFFISllGeiZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTBkOTIyMDU3MDVkNTRlNWM5MzFjOTIyZGFiNDUyYzIwJmVzaWQ9MDgwMTZjMmQtNmQ1ZS1mMDExLWJlYzItNjA0NWJkMGE4ZmM2In0/qHybl1p6iH18_yIu-1yQBQ


• It establishes a single, standardized repor�ng format for delegated 
groups to use with health plans. 

• The bill now includes a “sunset date” on the legisla�on in the early 
2030s. 
  

Ongoing Concerns: 
• The bill s�ll permits removal of service codes from prior 

authoriza�on but leaves final determina�on to the DMHC. 
• It inaccurately counts modified authoriza�ons as approvals in 

calcula�ng the 90% approval rate, conflic�ng with NCQA 
U�liza�on Management accredita�on standards (which o�en 
treat modifica�ons as denials). 

• It con�nues to conflate delegated group authoriza�on rates with 
those of the contracted health plan, which could result in 
misleading performance assessments. 

  

 

  
Immigrants Account For At Least One In Five Hospital Workers In Nine 
States, Including In The Four Largest States: California, Florida, New 
York, And Texas 
  
Immigrants account for at least one in five (20%) of hospital workers in 
nine states, which were in the West (California, Hawaii, and Nevada), 
South (Florida and Texas), and Northeast (Maryland, Massachusets New 
Jersey, and New York) (Figure 3). California has the highest share of 
hospital workers who are immigrants at 32%. The rela�vely high shares of 
immigrant hospital workers in these states likely reflects that a rela�vely 
large share of immigrants live in them. 
  
Immigrants represent more than three in ten physicians working in 
hospitals in the four largest states: California (33%), Florida (37%), New 
York (33%), and Texas (31%) (results not shown; data were insufficient to 
evaluate the share of physicians who are immigrants in many states). 
  
The full KFF.Org issue brief can be found here. 
  

 

  
One Good Thing 
  
This week, we extend our hear�elt congratula�ons to Pri�ka Dut, Deputy 
Director at the California Department of Managed Health Care (DMHC), 

https://link.apg.-7oVD3rHGnWQ
https://link.apg.


as she prepares to leave state service on July 25 to begin her new role as 
Chief Financial Officer at Alameda Alliance for Health. 
Over her two decades at the DMHC, Pri�ka has been an invaluable 
resource to many of us, playing a key role in overseeing the financial 
solvency of health plans and risk-bearing organiza�ons (RBOs). Her 
leadership was instrumental in the reformula�on of the Financial 
Solvency Standards Board (FSSB) standard repor�ng for RBOs—a 
significant contribu�on to the department’s mission. 
  
We thank Pri�ka for her dedicated service and wish her con�nued 
success in this exci�ng new chapter. 
  
Do you have a piece of good news in California health care to share? Click 
here to submit your story! 
  

 

  
2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
  
Members, please mark your calendars for APG's California Policy Forum 
and California Medi-Cal Forum meetings. You can download APG's 2025 
events calendar here. 
  
California Policy Forum 
2:00 - 3:00 pm 

• November 12 
  
California Medi-Cal Forum 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm 

• October - TBD 
  
  

      

APG California Advocacy Member Resources 
• Tracked Health Care Bills 2025-26: bills we’re following in the California 

State Legislature 
• Digital Exchange Framework APG member tool kit, QHIO webinar and 

DxF Program summary slide deck 
• Office of Health Care Affordability regula�ons and explanatory slide deck 
• APG, Moss Adams, Sheppard Mullin CMIR Regula�on webinar and slides 
• DMHC SB 510 All Plan Leter on Health Plan payment responsibili�es 

mailto:capolicynews@apg.org
https://link.apg.
https://link.apg.
https://link.apg.
https://link.apg._5B-J94oe7kqWBlWbw
https://link.apg.
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https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0wZDkyMjA1NzA1ZDU0ZTVjOTMxYzkyMmRhYjQ1MmMyMCIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI1MTk5LTBkOTczMDc4Mzk2ZjRkM2U5YzFhMDAwZWY4MWQyYmNkIiwibSI6ZmFsc2UsInVpIjoiMTAiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zaGVwcGFyZG11bGxpbi5jb20vbXVsdGltZWRpYS01NDk_X2NsZGVlPXdvOUFMRjRfbGl0YnRub2QyV2JiZVRaanY3SDljdld5bXJ6a3lIcXRhbXN4ejFqdk9LbURlVWJveFhRSEpZRnomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0wZDkyMjA1NzA1ZDU0ZTVjOTMxYzkyMmRhYjQ1MmMyMCZlc2lkPTA4MDE2YzJkLTZkNWUtZjAxMS1iZWMyLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/94scsOlIm_wPAQTVXxTOsw
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• DMHC Quality and Equity Repor�ng program All Plan Leter 
• DHCS Medi-Cal Medical Loss Ra�o Implementa�on Summary 
• DHCS Medi-Cal Connect Popula�on Health Program Informa�on 

  
 

For more news and resources, please visit APG's website or contact a member 
of APG's California advocacy team.  
  
William Barcellona, EVP of Government Affairs........ wbarcellona@apg.org 
David Gonzalez, Senior Legisla�ve Advocate................ dgonzalez@apg.org 
Norma Springsteen, Administra�ve Coordinator.... nspringsteen@apg.org 

  
 

   

 

  
 

   

  

This message was sent to nspringsteen@apg.org from: 
America's Physician Groups 
  
Click here to unsubscribe or to change your subscrip�on preferences. 
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