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Welcome to America’s Physician Groups’ California Update. Each week APG reports 
the latest on health care happenings in the Golden State.  
  
Here’s what you’ll find in this week’s edi�on: 

• Prior Authoriza�on Reform Is Now The Law Of California 
• 2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
• APG California Advocacy Member Resources 

  

 

  
Prior Authoriza�on Reform Is Now The Law Of California 
  
Governor Newsom signed SB 306 (Becker) into law yesterday evening. 
The bill requires DMHC and CDI to analyze UM data on prior 
authoriza�ons and develop lists of service codes that will be exempted 
from prior authoriza�on. The bill will be fully implemented by 2028. You 
can download an informa�ve slide deck on the provisions of SB 306 here. 
While the Governor has un�l October 13th to complete the review of all 
enrolled legisla�on, he also acted to veto other related legisla�on that 
would have dras�cally shortened the review �me for prior authoriza�on 
requests (AB 512) and created addi�onal repor�ng of UM sta�s�cs by 
health plans (AB 682) that was duplica�ve of the data analysis provisions 
of SB 306. AB 512 was vetoed because the Governor concluded that 
shortened review �me would result in increased denials of those 
requests. Now, we roll up our sleeves and work with the DMHC to ensure 
that RBO UM data is accurately reflected in the analysis. As you will see in 
the informa�ve slide deck, the DMHC has the authority to preserve prior 
authoriza�on for services that pose safety concerns, have a poten�al for 
increased fraud, and result in higher system costs. SB 306 also includes 
provisions for the reinstatement of excluded codes if situa�onal changes 
occur to warrant greater prior authoriza�on review. 
  
The enactment of SB 306 concludes four years of work in the Legislature 
on prior authoriza�on reform. During the 2025 session, APG opposed 
other related bills on this topic. AB 539 would have extended 
authoriza�ons for an en�re calendar year. That bill was opposed and held 

https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6c3ZzdFY0S1FvSG9kdXNub2lDSHhyT0dVZU43MGhDT1QiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMWFhN2ExM2NhNmFlNDUyYWI3YTZlYWMwNDA4ZjU5ZDkiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNTI4MC0yNDZjMGFlNWI3NzI0ZjM5YjA1NDRhYTJhM2VjNGZjZSIsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjAiLCJ1biI6ImF1dGgiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vY2FwZ29yZy1hZWRsdy9maWxlcy8xMC43LjI1YXBnMjAyNWxlZ2lzbGF0aXZlc2Vzc2lvbnJlcG9ydC5wZGY_bT0xMC83LzIwMjUlMjA2OjA4OjU3JTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPU5YMzZSdzJWdDFfSTV0ZV9hYW5tMmtVejM0WHg0cDFpSVY1czl0Q0c5NTJYeUpZV2trdGVHUUd1NGxWU1pJeGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0xYWE3YTEzY2E2YWU0NTJhYjdhNmVhYzA0MDhmNTlkOSZlc2lkPTdlYzA4NWI5LWExYTAtZjAxMS1iNDFjLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/9_7UT0AN2R6BO7FkG3S1Kg


in commitee. SB 363 would have imposed mandatory fines for 
overturned independent medical reviews. That bill was opposed and held 
in commitee. AB 510 would have required that plans and RBOs handle 
appeals of denials within 2 days, using a physician of the same specialty 
and experience as the reques�ng provider to complete the review. That 
bill was held in the appropria�ons commitee. 
  
Through our joint advocacy with other stakeholders, SB 306 was 
amended significantly from a mechanis�c approach that would have 
required each plan to remove any service code that was approved 90 
percent or more of the �me. Now, SB 306 focuses on a more ra�onal 
analysis, allowing for reinstatement of codes that present cost, safety, or 
poten�al for fraud issues. Prior versions of the bill would have resulted in 
varia�on from plan to plan. Now the bill requires that DMHC and CDI 
produce a list for each regulator that applies to their respec�ve licensed 
plans and insurers. We are hopeful that the resul�ng law will serve as a 
model for other states to adopt more though�ul prior authoriza�on rules. 
  

 

  
2025 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
  
Members, please mark your calendars for APG's California Policy Forum 
and California Medi-Cal Forum meetings. You can download APG's 2025 
events calendar here. 
  
California Policy Forum 

• November 12 - Rescheduled to December 5 at 12 - 1pm 
  
California Medi-Cal Forum 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm 

• October - TBD 
  

      

APG California Advocacy Member Resources 
• SB 306 - Prior Authoriza�on Reform Summary 
• Tracked Health Care Bills 2025-26: bills we’re following in the California 

State Legislature 
• Office of Health Care Affordability regula�ons and explanatory slide deck 
• DMHC Quality and Equity Repor�ng program All Plan Leter 

https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6c3ZzdFY0S1FvSG9kdXNub2lDSHhyT0dVZU43MGhDT1QiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMWFhN2ExM2NhNmFlNDUyYWI3YTZlYWMwNDA4ZjU5ZDkiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNTI4MC0yNDZjMGFlNWI3NzI0ZjM5YjA1NDRhYTJhM2VjNGZjZSIsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjEiLCJ1biI6IjIwMjVfMiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2ZpbGUtdXMuY2xpY2tkaW1lbnNpb25zLmNvbS9jYXBnb3JnLWFlZGx3L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjVhcGdtZWV0aW5nc2FuZGV2ZW50cy1ub2NtdC5wZGY_bT05LzE5LzIwMjUlMjA1OjAzOjIxJTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPU5YMzZSdzJWdDFfSTV0ZV9hYW5tMmtVejM0WHg0cDFpSVY1czl0Q0c5NTJYeUpZV2trdGVHUUd1NGxWU1pJeGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0xYWE3YTEzY2E2YWU0NTJhYjdhNmVhYzA0MDhmNTlkOSZlc2lkPTdlYzA4NWI5LWExYTAtZjAxMS1iNDFjLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/krYcDTRgL8Hq0xtEI4oLDA
https://link.apg.-aIx-97PQ
https://link.apg.org/c/7/eyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6c3ZzdFY0S1FvSG9kdXNub2lDSHhyT0dVZU43MGhDT1QiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMWFhN2ExM2NhNmFlNDUyYWI3YTZlYWMwNDA4ZjU5ZDkiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNTI4MC0yNDZjMGFlNWI3NzI0ZjM5YjA1NDRhYTJhM2VjNGZjZSIsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjMiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcGcub3JnL2Fkdm9jYWN5L2NhbGlmb3JuaWEvMjAyNS0yMDI2LWNhbGlmb3JuaWEtbGVnaXNsYXRpdmUtc2Vzc2lvbi13aXRoLWJpbGwtdHJhY2tlci8_X2NsZGVlPU5YMzZSdzJWdDFfSTV0ZV9hYW5tMmtVejM0WHg0cDFpSVY1czl0Q0c5NTJYeUpZV2trdGVHUUd1NGxWU1pJeGomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0xYWE3YTEzY2E2YWU0NTJhYjdhNmVhYzA0MDhmNTlkOSZlc2lkPTdlYzA4NWI5LWExYTAtZjAxMS1iNDFjLTYwNDViZDBhOGZjNiJ9/HFt67rktyM88Puhf_b8lYA
https://link.apg._chFKDMS0mm6WjGt7dUA
https://link.apg.-cvfPag
https://link.apg._rMWL5tMr-uXfOh-Qrw


  
 

For more news and resources, please visit APG's website or contact a member 
of APG's California advocacy team.  
  
William Barcellona, EVP of Government Affairs........ wbarcellona@apg.org 
David Gonzalez, Senior Legisla�ve Advocate................ dgonzalez@apg.org 
Norma Springsteen, Administra�ve Coordinator.... nspringsteen@apg.org 

  
 

   

 

  
 

   

  

This message was sent to nspringsteen@apg.org from: 
America's Physician Groups 
611 N. Brand Blvd., Ste. 1300, Glendale, CA 91203 
  
Click here to unsubscribe or to change your subscrip�on preferences. 
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