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Welcome to America’s Physician Groups’ California Update. Each week APG reports 
the latest on health care happenings in the Golden State.  
  
Here’s what you’ll find in this week’s edi�on: 

• The Week In Review 
• APG Tes�fies Before OHCA Advisory Commitee On Progressive Enforcement 

Framework 
• APG Encourages Members To Atend July 28 Medi-Cal Transforma�on 

Seminar 
• Atend APG's Inaugural Women's Health Summit 
• APG California Policy & Advocacy 2026 Mee�ng Dates 
• APG California Advocacy Member Resources  

 

The Week In Review 
California health care policy con�nues to evolve at an unprecedented 
pace. This week, APG par�cipated in the Office of Health Care 
Affordability (OHCA) Advisory Board mee�ng to present tes�mony on the 
proposed enforcement regula�ons implemen�ng the state's cost growth 
target, while the California Associa�on of Health Plans (CAHP) prepares to 
host a July 28 Medi-Cal seminar in Burbank featuring Department of 
Health Care Services (DHCS) officials and other stakeholders to discuss 
the next phase of Medi-Cal transforma�on following enactment of H.R. 1. 
We also met with gubernatorial candidate Xavier Becerra as he con�nues 
to build on his lead heading into the November elec�on. More on that at 
the end of this issue. 
  
These events underscore an important reality: physician organiza�ons 
have both an opportunity—and a responsibility—to help shape the future 
of California's health care delivery system. Whether the discussion 
concerns affordability regula�on, Medi-Cal financing, the delegated 
model, or implementa�on of federal Medicaid reforms, policymakers are 
ac�vely seeking stakeholder input as they develop the next genera�on of 
California health policy. 
  
APG remains commited to ensuring that physician organiza�ons have a 
strong and respected voice in these discussions. We encourage our 
members not only to stay informed through the California Update, but 
also to par�cipate whenever possible in public mee�ngs, stakeholder 



forums, and policy discussions. The collec�ve experience of California's 
physician organiza�ons in delivering coordinated, value-based care is one 
of the state's greatest assets, and it is essen�al that this perspec�ve 
con�nues to inform the decisions that will shape the future of our health 
care system. 
  
This week's California Update highlights two important opportuni�es for 
engagement: APG's tes�mony before the OHCA Advisory Board regarding 
the proposed enforcement regula�ons and CAHP's upcoming Medi-Cal 
seminar, where members can hear directly from DHCS officials and other 
stakeholders and share their perspec�ves on the future of California's 
delegated model. Together, these developments reflect APG's ongoing 
commitment to ensuring that physician organiza�ons remain at the 
center of California's health policy conversa�on. 
  
Former Atorney General and U.S. Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Xavier Becerra met with APG staff this week in Sacramento to 
discuss his campaign for Governor and his emerging health care agenda 
for California. APG provided Mr. Becerra with an overview of our 
members' opera�ons and the cri�cal role physician organiza�ons play in 
delivering coordinated, value-based care throughout California and 
na�onally. Mr. Becerra emphasized that preserving and improving health 
care for Californians remains a central priority of his campaign and hinted 
at broader policy ini�a�ves that would be unveiled during the first 100 
days of his administra�on, should he be elected. He also expressed his 
interest in con�nuing a dialogue with APG as his campaign develops its 
health care pla�orm. 

 

APG Tes�fies Before OHCA Advisory Commitee On Progressive 
Enforcement Framework 
The Office of Health Care Affordability (OHCA) Advisory Commitee met 
on July 8 to con�nue its discussion of the proposed regula�ons 
implemen�ng SB 184's Progressive Enforcement Framework for health 
care en��es that exceed California's statewide health care cost growth 
target. During the mee�ng, OHCA staff presented an overview of the 
proposed enforcement process and sought Advisory Commitee input on 
how Performance Improvement Plans (PIPs), penal�es, and other 
enforcement tools should be applied as the regula�ons move toward 
formal adop�on. Members may review the OHCA staff presenta�on here. 
  
On behalf of America's Physician Groups (APG), Execu�ve Vice President 
Bill Barcellona provided public tes�mony during the July 8 mee�ng in 
follow-up to APG's June 25 comment leter addressing the dra� 
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enforcement regula�ons. APG's writen comments are available here. A 
copy of APG's oral tes�mony presented to the Advisory Commitee is also 
available here. 
  
APG's tes�mony focused on a central concern with the proposed 
enforcement framework: while SB 184 recognized value-based payment 
as one of California's principal affordability strategies, the dra� 
regula�ons currently treat physician organiza�ons that have voluntarily 
assumed advanced financial accountability for cost and quality much the 
same as organiza�ons that con�nue to operate primarily under fee-for-
service reimbursement. APG emphasized that California's delegated 
physician organiza�ons have invested for decades in popula�on health 
management, u�liza�on management, care coordina�on, quality 
improvement infrastructure, and Total Cost of Care measurement, the 
very capabili�es OHCA seeks to encourage throughout the health care 
system. 
  
Unlike Total Cost of Care methodologies, which evaluate an organiza�on's 
performance on the expenditures it can influence, OHCA's Total Health 
Care Expenditures (THCE) methodology atributes spending that physician 
organiza�ons o�en cannot control, including hospital reimbursement 
rates, pharmaceu�cal costs, and certain behavioral health expenditures. 
As a result, physician organiza�ons with strong performance under value-
based payment arrangements could nevertheless become subject to 
enforcement because of spending decisions made by other par�cipants in 
the health care system. 
  
Accordingly, APG urged OHCA to recognize par�cipa�on in bona fide 
value-based payment arrangements as a mi�ga�ng factor when 
determining whether a Performance Improvement Plan or other 
enforcement ac�on is appropriate. Organiza�ons that already accept 
meaningful prospec�ve financial accountability through capitated and 
delegated payment arrangements should receive credit for implemen�ng 
one of the Legislature's intended affordability strategies rather than being 
evaluated under a framework that is largely payment-model neutral. 
  
The July 8 discussion represents another important step in OHCA's 
development of its statewide affordability oversight program. APG will 
con�nue engaging with OHCA leadership, staff, and policymakers as the 
regula�ons advance through the formal rulemaking process. The 
Associa�on remains commited to ensuring that California's physician 
organiza�ons receive appropriate recogni�on for the longstanding role 
they have played in advancing value-based care, improving quality, and 
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controlling health care costs through delegated and capitated payment 
models. 
  
APG members who wish to provide their own comments to OHCA 
regarding the proposed Progressive Enforcement regula�ons may do so 
by emailing OHCA at ohca@hcai.ca.gov. APG also encourages members 
to share their comments with the Associa�on so that we may con�nue 
coordina�ng our advocacy as the regula�ons move toward adop�on. 

 

APG Encourages Members To Atend July 28 Medi-Cal Transforma�on 
Seminar 
California's Medi-Cal program is entering one of the most consequen�al 
periods in its history. In response to sweeping federal changes enacted 
through H.R. 1, the California Associa�on of Health Plans (CAHP) will host 
a seminar, "Naviga�ng the Next Phase of Medi-Cal Transforma�on," on 
Tuesday, July 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Los Angeles Marriot 
Burbank Airport. The program will bring together senior officials from the 
Department of Health Care Services, Medi-Cal managed care plans, 
providers, and other health care leaders to discuss the future direc�on of 
California's Medicaid program. 
  
APG encourages members, par�cularly physician organiza�ons, IPAs, 
MSOs, and other delegated en��es, to consider atending this important 
program. The seminar will provide a valuable opportunity to hear directly 
from DHCS leadership regarding the State's response to H.R. 1, the future 
of CalAIM, and the opera�onal and financing challenges facing Medi-Cal 
managed care over the coming years. 
  
The mee�ng also provides an important opportunity for APG members to 
engage directly with state officials regarding the con�nuing role of 
California's delegated care model. As policymakers consider how best to 
implement federal reforms while preserving access to care, physician 
organiza�ons should ensure that their experience delivering coordinated, 
value-based care is part of the discussion. APG believes the delegated 
model remains one of California's greatest strengths and will con�nue 
advoca�ng for policies that recognize the cri�cal role physician 
organiza�ons play in improving quality, managing costs, and coordina�ng 
care for Medi-Cal beneficiaries. 
  
Members interested in atending can review the seminar announcement 
and registra�on informa�on. APG looks forward to con�nuing these 
conversa�ons with DHCS and other stakeholders as California develops its 
next genera�on of Medi-Cal policy. 
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Atend APG's Innaugural Women's Health Summit 
APG's inaugural Women's Health Summit on July 23 is just around the 
corner. 
  
APG’s Women’s Health Summit, exclusively for APG members, will be 
held on Thursday, July 23, at UCLA Health in Los Angeles. The main 
program runs from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
  
Space is limited, so register now to secure your spot. 
  
Noted scholar and researcher Cat Bohannon, PhD, will deliver the 
opening keynote, Understanding the Big Background Behind Women's 
Health, drawing on her best-selling book Eve: How the Female Body Drove 
200 Million Years of Human Evolution. Dr. Bohannon will also sign copies 
of her book beginning at 8:00 AM. 
  
The Summit also features these sessions: 

• Heart Disease Across a Woman's Lifespan 
• Key Issues in Managing Perimenopause and Menopause 
• Women's Use of GLP-1 Drugs for Weight Management and Beyond 
• A New Name for PCOS: Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian 

Syndrome 
• Autoimmune Diseases in Women 
• Mood and Anxiety Across the Female Life Cycle 

  
Visit the APG Women's Health Summit page for full speaker informa�on 
and event details. View the full agenda here. 
  
For more informa�on or to ask about sponsorship opportuni�es, please 
contact Lura Hawkins. 

 

2026 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 
Members, please mark your calendars for APG's California Policy Forum 
and California Medi-Cal Forum meetings. You can download APG's 
2026 events calendar here. 
  
California Policy Forum 
2:00 - 3:00 pm 

• December 3 
California Medi- Cal Forum 
4:00 - 5:00 pm 

• August 11 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%2FeyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6c3ZzdFY0S1FvSG9kdXNub2lDSHhyT0dVZU43MGhDT1QiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMDU5OGVlMzI1NWUwNGIyMmE2YTFmODY4MmJlN2FmMTYiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNjE4MC0xM2ZmMWY3MTVlNjU0ZmNiYTQwZjg5MDE2ZTM2ZmZmMSIsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjAiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYi5jdmVudC5jb20vZXZlbnQvZGYzMjYxMzktNDM0ZC00YmJhLWEwZGItOTAzNmY1ZWM1NmFlL3N1bW1hcnk_UmVmSWQ9aHBjcnNsJl9jbGRlZT1JZ2NhRjVrQS0zT0xGMmx1aVJpVUdLeGR1bVJyMkRyWXE4WlA1R0xhY1ZMQmxfNGhsT0NzZmlsU0xtTHIwZkFnJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMDU5OGVlMzI1NWUwNGIyMmE2YTFmODY4MmJlN2FmMTYmZXNpZD05YWI2MGZhMC1jZjczLWYxMTEtYWIwZi03Y2VkOGQ3MGY0MzcifQ%2FIOP94bhtIDPhxAZmarOGHw&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7C8b6a2f83658c4345542708dedea8c020%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639193013542069969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5tnFzQZNeoFL0d8rqt76mrO9yUNJ5aBfXpJ24VQ8acs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%%2FHueCqSw2y9e9ZICR4tNduA&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7C8b6a2f83658c4345542708dedea8c020%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639193013542108758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zsoPp34DzwNwqZUcJ9rqP0jbw1OgW8eGCQwzMV%2FUlI4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%%2FFLnKP5KKTti6RvCsvIeIXQ&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7C8b6a2f83658c4345542708dedea8c020%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639193013542139720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IrXtbKOvUjZsqwIv4pzXdJ2uXb3XDHur9ZosadjW%2FJU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%2FeyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6c3ZzdFY0S1FvSG9kdXNub2lDSHhyT0dVZU43MGhDT1QiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMDU5OGVlMzI1NWUwNGIyMmE2YTFmODY4MmJlN2FmMTYiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNjE4MC0xM2ZmMWY3MTVlNjU0ZmNiYTQwZjg5MDE2ZTM2ZmZmMSIsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjQiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYi5jdmVudC5jb20vZXZlbnQvZGYzMjYxMzktNDM0ZC00YmJhLWEwZGItOTAzNmY1ZWM1NmFlL3N1bW1hcnk_UmVmSWQ9aHBjcnNsJl9jbGRlZT1JZ2NhRjVrQS0zT0xGMmx1aVJpVUdLeGR1bVJyMkRyWXE4WlA1R0xhY1ZMQmxfNGhsT0NzZmlsU0xtTHIwZkFnJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMDU5OGVlMzI1NWUwNGIyMmE2YTFmODY4MmJlN2FmMTYmZXNpZD05YWI2MGZhMC1jZjczLWYxMTEtYWIwZi03Y2VkOGQ3MGY0MzcifQ%2FzvKSgpDGD2sGYQo8dvGorQ&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7C8b6a2f83658c4345542708dedea8c020%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639193013542170211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2yu4J0VJ718ZCCv%2FZFbBUNMtGqzWeVVVNtAxCAcYr%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%2FeyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6c3ZzdFY0S1FvSG9kdXNub2lDSHhyT0dVZU43MGhDT1QiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNDdiODhmNzRmYzM4ZTgxMTgxNDRlMDA3MWI2NjlmOTEtMDU5OGVlMzI1NWUwNGIyMmE2YTFmODY4MmJlN2FmMTYiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyNjE4MC0xM2ZmMWY3MTVlNjU0ZmNiYTQwZjg5MDE2ZTM2ZmZmMSIsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjUiLCJ1biI6IiIsInUiOiJodHRwczovL2ZpbGUtdXMuY2xpY2tkaW1lbnNpb25zLmNvbS9jYXBnb3JnLWFlZGx3L2ZpbGVzL2FnZW5kYV9hcGd3b21lbnNoZWFsdGhzdW1taXRmaW5hbC5wZGY_bT02LzIzLzIwMjYlMjA5OjUyOjQ0JTIwUE0mX2NsZGVlPUlnY2FGNWtBLTNPTEYybHVpUmlVR0t4ZHVtUnIyRHJZcThaUDVHTGFjVkxCbF80aGxPQ3NmaWxTTG1McjBmQWcmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0wNTk4ZWUzMjU1ZTA0YjIyYTZhMWY4NjgyYmU3YWYxNiZlc2lkPTlhYjYwZmEwLWNmNzMtZjExMS1hYjBmLTdjZWQ4ZDcwZjQzNyJ9%2FY7z0pZmPqP5DNNHjGH5OpQ&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7C8b6a2f83658c4345542708dedea8c020%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639193013542199587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F1EzlFoJv8bXCxrDqzKU9ZN1hkAYTCH9DcrudfcnVc8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lhawkins@apg.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffile-us.clickdimensions.com%2Fcapgorg-aedlw%2Ffiles%2F2026apgmeetingsandevents-nocmte.pdf%3Fm%3D6%2F18%2F2026%25206%3A05%3A20%2520PM&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7C8b6a2f83658c4345542708dedea8c020%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639193013542230166%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kt1bOWEIa888Z58oKHSpmnaCdyrGEMUFjOXRmDqZE%2Bw%3D&reserved=0


• October 13 
• November 10 
• December 8 

      

APG California Advocacy Member Resources 
• 2025 Legisla�ve Implementa�on Guide 
• Tracked Health Care Bills 2025-26: bills we’re following in the California 

State Legislature 
• November 2025 IHA Provider Directory webinar recording 
• Office of Health Care Affordability regula�ons and explanatory slide deck 
• DMHC Quality and Equity Repor�ng program All Plan Leter 

  
 

For more news and resources, please visit APG's website or contact a member 
of APG's California advocacy team.  
  
William Barcellona, EVP of Government Affairs........ wbarcellona@apg.org 
David Gonzalez, Senior Legisla�ve Advocate................ dgonzalez@apg.org 
Norma Springsteen, Administra�ve Coordinator.... nspringsteen@apg.org 

  
 

   

 

  
 

   

  

This message was sent to nspringsteen@apg.org from: 
America's Physician Groups 
611 N. Brand Blvd., Ste. 1300, Glendale, CA 91203 
 
Click here to unsubscribe or to change your subscrip�on preferences. 
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