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Welcome to America’s Physician Groups’ California Update. Each week APG reports 
the latest on health care happenings in the Golden State.  
  
Here’s what you’ll find in this week’s edi�on: 

• APG Seeks Member Input On Medicare Advantage U�liza�on Management 
Transparency Requirements 

• APG Encourages Members To Atend July 28 Medi-Cal Transforma�on 
Seminar 

• Atend APG's Innaugural Women's Health Summit 
• APG California Policy & Advocacy 2026 Mee�ng Dates 
• APG California Advocacy Member Resources  

 

APG Seeks Member Input On Medicare Advantage U�liza�on 
Management Transparency Requirements 
APG is reques�ng input from member organiza�ons that use MCG clinical 
guidelines in their delegated Medicare Advantage u�liza�on 
management programs regarding implementa�on of the CMS CY 2024 
Medicare Advantage and Part D Final Rule (CMS-4201-F). 
  
The Final Rule includes new transparency requirements governing the use 
of internal coverage criteria and u�liza�on management policies. In 
recent months, APG has become aware that some Medicare Advantage 
plans have begun reques�ng informa�on from delegated provider 
organiza�ons concerning their implementa�on of these requirements, 
including the use of MCG's Transparency Tool and related website 
disclosures. At present, it is unclear whether health plans are taking a 
consistent approach to implementa�on or whether delegated provider 
organiza�ons are receiving differing guidance regarding compliance 
expecta�ons. 
  
To beter understand current implementa�on prac�ces, APG has 
developed a brief informa�on request for members that use MCG clinical 
guidelines. The ques�onnaire seeks informa�on regarding 
communica�ons from Medicare Advantage plans, guidance received from 
MCG, use of the MCG Transparency Tool, and whether health plans have 
iden�fied any addi�onal compliance requirements. If you aren’t familiar 
with this issue, the link to the federal rule is contained in the 
ques�onnaire. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffile-us.clickdimensions.com%2Fcapgorg-aedlw%2Ffiles%2F7.14.26apg_info_request_mcg_cms_final_rule_questionnaire.pdf%3Fm%3D7%2F14%2F2026%25206%3A32%3A26%2520PM&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701363416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QRY177xg9llTX34YvC%2BSpsNG1A%2BQcz1gga53iHo9LcQ%3D&reserved=0


  
The informa�on collected will help APG determine whether common 
implementa�on issues exist among delegated provider organiza�ons and 
whether it would be beneficial to convene an APG member workgroup to 
discuss the issue and iden�fy opportuni�es for addi�onal member 
guidance or collec�ve engagement with health plans and other 
stakeholders. 
  
If your organiza�on uses MCG clinical guidelines in its Medicare 
Advantage u�liza�on management program, we encourage you to 
complete the atached ques�onnaire and return it to APG at your earliest 
convenience. Your par�cipa�on will help ensure that APG has a 
comprehensive understanding of member experiences as implementa�on 
of the Final Rule con�nues to evolve. Please send your responses to 
wbarcellona@apg and use the subject line phrase: Response to APG M.A. 
transparency ques�onnaire. 

 

APG Encourages Members To Atend July 28 Medi-Cal Transforma�on 
Seminar 
California's Medi-Cal program is entering one of the most consequen�al 
periods in its history. In response to sweeping federal changes enacted 
through H.R. 1, the California Associa�on of Health Plans (CAHP) will host 
a seminar, "Naviga�ng the Next Phase of Medi-Cal Transforma�on," on 
Tuesday, July 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Los Angeles Marriot 
Burbank Airport. The program will bring together senior officials from the 
Department of Health Care Services, Medi-Cal managed care plans, 
providers, and other health care leaders to discuss the future direc�on of 
California's Medicaid program. 
  
APG encourages members, par�cularly physician organiza�ons, IPAs, 
MSOs, and other delegated en��es, to consider atending this important 
program. The seminar will provide a valuable opportunity to hear directly 
from DHCS leadership regarding the State's response to H.R. 1, the future 
of CalAIM, and the opera�onal and financing challenges facing Medi-Cal 
managed care over the coming years. 
  
The mee�ng also provides an important opportunity for APG members to 
engage directly with state officials regarding the con�nuing role of 
California's delegated care model. As policymakers consider how best to 
implement federal reforms while preserving access to care, physician 
organiza�ons should ensure that their experience delivering coordinated, 
value-based care is part of the discussion. APG believes the delegated 
model remains one of California's greatest strengths and will con�nue 



advoca�ng for policies that recognize the cri�cal role physician 
organiza�ons play in improving quality, managing costs, and coordina�ng 
care for Medi-Cal beneficiaries. 
  
Members interested in atending can review the seminar announcement 
and registra�on informa�on. APG looks forward to con�nuing these 
conversa�ons with DHCS and other stakeholders as California develops its 
next genera�on of Medi-Cal policy. 

 

Atend APG's Inaugural Women's Health Summit 
APG's inaugural Women's Health Summit on July 23 is just around the 
corner. 
  
APG’s Women’s Health Summit, exclusively for APG members, will be 
held on Thursday, July 23, at UCLA Health in Los Angeles. The main 
program runs from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
  
Space is limited, so register now to secure your spot. 
  
Noted scholar and researcher Cat Bohannon, PhD, will deliver the 
opening keynote, Understanding the Big Background Behind Women's 
Health, drawing on her best-selling book Eve: How the Female Body Drove 
200 Million Years of Human Evolution. Dr. Bohannon will also sign copies 
of her book beginning at 8:00 AM. 
  
The Summit also features these sessions: 

• Heart Disease Across a Woman's Lifespan 
• Key Issues in Managing Perimenopause and Menopause 
• Women's Use of GLP-1 Drugs for Weight Management and Beyond 
• A New Name for PCOS: Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian 

Syndrome 
• Autoimmune Diseases in Women 
• Mood and Anxiety Across the Female Life Cycle 

  
Visit the APG Women's Health Summit page for full speaker informa�on 
and event details. View the full agenda here. 
  
For more informa�on or to ask about sponsorship opportuni�es, please 
contact Lura Hawkins. 

 

2026 APG California Policy & Advocacy Mee�ng Dates 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffile-us.clickdimensions.com%2Fcapgorg-aedlw%2Ffiles%2F7.28.26cahpmedicalseminar.pdf%3Fm%3D7%2F9%2F2026%25208%3A37%3A00%2520PM&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701436031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BprBbTqeyH3oM8Xkx4O88e20F0vA4myvI6IAihAR9k0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fweb.cvent.com%2Fevent%2F557e9052-1d75-4678-b988-97713d1241df%2FwebsitePage%3Aad0261f0-60b5-4fb7-9a1c-bcce87d2b512&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701488034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vbgarqKwCTAq2OrmX2OJ4Mljtk3VWk%2FSRMmqcmP5DYA%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:lhawkins@apg.org


Members, please mark your calendars for APG's California Policy Forum 
and California Medi-Cal Forum meetings. You can download APG's 
2026 events calendar here. 
  
California Policy Forum 
2:00 - 3:00 pm 

• December 3 
California Medi- Cal Forum 
4:00 - 5:00 pm 

• August 11 - Register 
• October 13 
• November 10 
• December 8 

      

APG California Advocacy Member Resources 
• 2025 Legisla�ve Implementa�on Guide 
• Tracked Health Care Bills 2025-26: bills we’re following in the California 

State Legislature 
• November 2025 IHA Provider Directory webinar recording 
• Office of Health Care Affordability regula�ons and explanatory slide deck 
• DMHC Quality and Equity Repor�ng program All Plan Leter 

  
 

For more news and resources, please visit APG's website or contact a member 
of APG's California advocacy team.  
  
William Barcellona, EVP of Government Affairs........ wbarcellona@apg.org 
David Gonzalez, Senior Legisla�ve Advocate................ dgonzalez@apg.org 
Norma Springsteen, Administra�ve Coordinator.... nspringsteen@apg.org 

  
 

   

    

  

 

      

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffile-us.clickdimensions.com%2Fcapgorg-aedlw%2Ffiles%2F2026apgmeetingsandevents-nocmte.pdf%3Fm%3D6%2F18%2F2026%25206%3A05%3A20%2520PM&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701779777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EtXpp7srBzarfWWXWYxW%2BzMnUR0WRvpemmjxXJfxeP4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapg-org.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvoF1GFVQSrKofi5ioNJfPw&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701834309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vyJF7QeGQvrDLRkXrDAeg6XuEuatQ1AbhCKvJT%2FkRqo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffile-us.clickdimensions.com%2Fcapgorg-aedlw%2Ffiles%2Fapg2025legislativeimplementationguidesv1112125.pdf%3Fm%3D11%2F21%2F2025%25209%3A09%3A47%2520PM&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701882735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2ZHi1MOnxtn57DBI6TsAP3eOU0%2Bs9Bu84PiYr6BM8UA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.apg.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fcalifornia%2F2025-2026-california-legislative-session-with-bill-tracker%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701937475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rgYRQDCAVKlFIuPN0jalHAZU48K9sAYLuEzNlWlSZAM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F5886965.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na2.net%2Fhubfs%2F5886965%2FWebinars%2FSymphony%2520APG%2520Webinar%2520Recording.mp4&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294701983225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cm6KLug%2BeIP2z1kVzFPexflZOgvxkF%2Bq4PwAxS1pzJM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%%2FXriQPHlZnWrfb5uicUkfmQ&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702021548%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N%2FSMn9jefHAZzmTcXW24%2F8QzeRy6PSzQCCH1lEPdjhw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.apg.org%2Fc%2F7%2FeyJhaSI6Njk4MDUxNDQsImUiOiJuc3ByaW5nc3RlZW5AYXBnLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC00N2I4OGY3NGZjMzhlODExODE0NGUwMDcxYjY2OWY5MS0wNGQ0ODM0NjBmMWM0YmYzOTQ4YmQ4ODdmMTIzYmM1MyIsInJxIjoiMDItYjIzMzU2LWYwNDE4ZjllNzFlOTQyOWZhYTYxMDgxMDg0NzgxNjhlIiwicGgiOm51bGwsIm0iOmZhbHNlLCJ1aSI6IjYiLCJ1biI6Im9oY2EiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9maWxlLXVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vY2FwZ29yZy1hZWRsdy9maWxlcy9vaGNhY21pcnNsaWRlcy5wZGY_bT0xMi8yMS8yMDIzJTIwMTA6MzA6MTElMjBQTSZfY2xkZWU9VGZ2bklzYlY2RUw5T3BfaEZ5VFlONWlmcmZPQ2ptVjZObWxldEoyMG5RWF92OUw4R3k1b1lvUGdBT2hjOTdmRCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTQ3Yjg4Zjc0ZmMzOGU4MTE4MTQ0ZTAwNzFiNjY5ZjkxLTA0ZDQ4MzQ2MGYxYzRiZjM5NDhiZDg4N2YxMjNiYzUzJmVzaWQ9YzYyYzE0MDUtOTI5Yi1lZTExLWJlMzctMDAwZDNhMzIyYzExIn0%2FDMtUEajyehybEhzcnIxrfg&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702065200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J4bbXQwYo%2BZQELHTOFfvpFaHeucUGK5HBHddqXeW1dA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdmhc.ca.gov%2FPortals%2F0%2FDocs%2FOPL%2FAPL23-029-HealthEquityandQualityMeasureSetBenchmark(12.27.23).pdf%3Fver%3DQaVHCreL9K05Ymk6HM7O1g%253d%253d&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702107996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xGJc2%2BMipnRqyoqOvEKaHYu8i97C7t0Y79NT61vwciw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apg.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702149830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hYGXNykPeS1cieHve3kqthbMmYiXdCPj%2FEQN7wRVA0A%3D&reserved=0
mailto:wbarcellona@apg.org
mailto:dgonzalez@apg.org
mailto:nspringsteen@apg.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FAmerPhysGrps&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702206247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hJ9lFII1zKhR2lKs0FXR0qWcS3B%2Bp3%2Bn405ySC4PouI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Famericas-physician-groups%2Fmycompany%2F%3FviewAsMember%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702273475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2SWH%2Bw3qecv6v8SxxN1PAK5ZqZtFRyl%2BBqUugsh9zOk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnspringsteen%40apg.org%7Cec299e85cb764e535a3208dee3765d9f%7C0bf10001ce92453e88e9d873c1116cac%7C0%7C0%7C639198294702344132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EaCvsuLLywxx4PckdOwOBb%2FBR8X3sRwlfaZa0eYJcyU%3D&reserved=0

